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The Hidden
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I 
had the opportunity to go on a community trail hosted by National Youth Corp and The Thought 

Collective in Jalan Kukoh, one of the less fortunate areas in Singapore, and had my eyes opened.

But first, some background about Jalan Kukoh.

Jalan Kukoh is situated on a hill near the Central Business District (CBD), but is still one of the 

poorest parts in Singapore. The unemployment rate there is at a staggering 60% (a stark contrast 

compared to the country’s 1.9%), but the majority of people there are actually in the working ages 

of 30–40 years old. Due to a variety of demographic factors, the residents there still live their lives 

in relative poverty compared to regular Singaporeans.

Here’s what I found out:

Jalan Kukoh hidden right next to 

the Clarke Quay district, along the 

Central Expressway (CTE). This 

spot is a regular hangout place for 

the local residents. The stench of 

urine is particularly strong here.
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A resident dries 

plastic bags on the 

clothes rack. Are even 

plastic bags hard to 

come by? Perhaps 

she’s just being 

environmentally 

friendly.
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Another popular hangout 

place, a grass patch littered 

with cigarette buds and 

peanut shells.
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A Numoni stand, 

trying to bring 

financial inclusion 

to the poor here.

The three brightly 

colored flats stand 

out among the other 

depressingly purple 

coloured ones. The 

three are the only flats 

that are not rental 

flats in the area. They 

also have facilities 

like basketball and 

tennis courts plus a 

playground, strikingly 

different from the other 

rental flats.
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A resident spends 

his time growing 

plants outside 

his house. What 

do you think his 

lifestyle is like?

Plugs left behind from an old 

Laundromat area, an initiative by a 

social enterprise that didn’t work out.

CIETY

A small eco-garden 

project (possibly 

by another social 

enterprise).
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A corner being locked up 

to deter people from using 

it as a public toilet. The 

smell and marks of urine 

and faeces still linger.

An illegally 

outfitted electric 

bike, common 

among the 

residents here. 

According to the 

residents, some 

of the bikes are 

capable of reaching 

up to 120km/h, far 

beyond the 25km/h 

allowed by law.

The pavilion where 

young boys practise 

the ritual of walking 

barefoot on glass 

shards (supposedly 

grants them 

strength).

A recent pigeon infestation 

problem which brings in 

hygiene and health concerns.

Let us hope that we can do 

something about this.
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